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Bowel cancer screening participation in rural Tasmania  

1. Invitation  

You are invited to join a study that looks at why people do or do not complete a bowel cancer 

screening kit in Tasmania. 

Bowel cancer is a preventable condition, yet it is the second most common cancer after prostate 
cancer, with one in 12 Australians developing the disease by age 85. If picked up early, the chances of 
survival are very high. One way to detect bowel cancer before it becomes a problem is through the 
use of a screening kit. The Australian Government has distributed free kits to specific age groups since 

2006, through their National Bowel Cancer Screening Program (NBCSP). 

Participation in the program is currently quite low (37% Australia-wide). In Tasmania, participation 

rates range from 28% to 47% depending on the Local Government Area. 

This study would like to find out why there are such large differences in uptake of bowel cancer 
screening across Tasmania. 

The study is being run by the University of Tasmania’s Centre for Rural Health in Launceston and the 
researchers involved in the study are: 

 Dr Simone Lee, Lecture in Rural Health 

 Associate Professor Tony Barnett, Director, Centre for Rural Health 

 Amanda Cooper, Research Assistant 

2. What is the purpose of this study? 

We want to find out why there are marked differences in National Bowel Cancer Screening Program 
participation rates between Local Government Areas in Tasmania. 

3. Why have I been invited to participate? 

You have been asked to participate in the study because you are aged between 50 and 75 years, have 
received a National Bowel Cancer Screening Program kit in the last 10 years and live in Latrobe, Break 
O’Day, George Town or the West Coast. 

4. What will I be asked to do? 

You will be asked to share your thoughts about bowel cancer screening as part of an interview with 
one of the researchers. We will ask you a few questions to prompt you. It should take no more than 
30 minutes. We are interested in talking to you about whether or not you have participated in the 
National Bowel Cancer Screening Program and the reasons why. There are no “right” or “wrong” 
answers to these questions; we are interested in your personal views and experiences.  

Interviews will be audio recorded to help us get an accurate account of your experience. The 
recorded conversation will be transcribed, and you can choose to receive a written copy of the 
interview to check for accuracy of your statements or to add more information. All of your responses 
will be anonymous and no identifying data will be published. You will also be asked to sign a consent 
form.  
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5. Are there any possible benefits from taking part in this study? 

Taking part in this study may not provide any direct personal benefit to you though you may find the 
questions interesting and develop new understanding. By taking part in this study you will be 
contributing information and insight that can be used to benefit your community.  

6. Are there any possible risks from taking part in this study? 

The questions you will be asked in the interview are of no risk to you. However, if they cause you to 
feel uncomfortable in any way then you can stop answering them immediately.  You will be given 

support if that occurs. 

7. What if I change my mind during or after the study? 

You can withdraw at any time. You do not need to say why you are withdrawing. If you so wish, you 
may request that any information you have supplied be withdrawn up to 2 weeks after completing 

the interview.  

8. What will happen to the information when this study is complete? 

An important part of this study is finding out why communities differ. Your information will be 
combined with others in your Local Government Area to get an overall picture of why people in your 

community do or do not participate in bowel cancer screening.  

All information you provide in this study will be kept private. Only the researchers listed in this 
Information Sheet will have access to the data. Findings will be reported as combined data and you 
will not be identifiable. The information will be stored securely for five years at the Centre for Rural 
Health, after which it will be shredded securely and electronic data destroyed. 

9. How will the results of this study be published? 

Results from this study will be combined into a report. You will receive a copy of the report from the 
University of Tasmania. The results may also be printed in academic journals and presented at a 
national and/or international conference. The University website may also show the results.  

10. What if I have questions about this study? 

If you have any questions about this study you can contact the Study Coordinator Simone Lee. Her 
phone number is: (03) 6324 4025 

This study has been approved by the Tasmanian Health and Medical Human Research Ethics 
Committee (HREC).  If you have concerns or complaints about the conduct of this study, you should 
contact the Executive Officer of the HREC (Tasmania) Network on (03) 6226 6254 or email 
human.ethics@utas.edu.au.  The Executive Officer is the person nominated to receive complaints 

from research participants. You will need to quote project number H001620. 

11. Now what? 

This Information Sheet is yours to keep. You will need to read, sign and return the Consent Form 
when attending the interview or email it to simone.lee@utas.edu.au  

Thank you for your time.   
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